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admirably indeed that to the very great detriment of the revolu-
tionary cause the brilliant opportunism which took full advantage
of special circumstances has been stereotyped into a formula
which is at once a recipe for and a test of revolution. The real
basis for the denial that there was only a "revolution" in
Germany is at bottom nothing more than a gratuitous deduction
from the obvious fact that the events of 1918-19 in Germany
were not an exact reproduction of the events of 1917 in Russia,
It seems incredible that anyone save a hidebound devotee of
what he imagines to be Leninist doctrine should ever have
imagined that they could be, and yet even after it has become
possible to study those events historically a great deal of the
criticism of the leading actors,, even of Right extremist criticism,
is based on the assumption that they ought to have been, That
is why it is necessary very briefly to examine the facts.
It seems to be universally admitted that the first essential for
revolution was present—a revolutionary situation. In theory
a revolutionary situation may be created by a revolutionary
movement; one may doubt if there arc any historical examples
of the successful creation of such a situation^ and it is at least
certain that there was no such creation in Germany. Actually
the creation of the revolutionary situation was so little the act
of the revolutionary leadership that it took that leadership
completely by surprise.
The creation of a revolutionary situation in 1918—and this
is the primary fact with which all the histories of the German
Republic should begin—was due primarily and almost entirely
to military defeat in the field. The legend of the undefeated,
undefcatable army ready to answer any call to sacrifice., which
was foully stabbed in the back by the treachery of its fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, is only the perversion by the
malignant of a barrack-room tale, a tale which, starting in the
natural indignation of the men in the Iine3 was transformed by
German romanticism into the basis of a sort of mystical brother-
hood, and is now integral part of the official—though not neces-
sarily sober—version of contemporary German history,
No one would ever seek to belittle the achievement of the

